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A N o t e f r o m t h e 
Principal... 
 
 

Dear Parent/Guardians, 
 
It is hard to believe that our school year is 
coming to an end! June 22nd will be here 
before we know it! It has been a terrific 
year filled with many opportunities for all students to 
actively engage in academic skills expected at their grade 
level. It is always my hope that students will go far beyond 
our expectations and reach for the stars!  
 
Although summer is traditionally a time for rest, relaxation, 
vacationing and excitement, please continue to immerse 
your child in reading, writing, and math activities. Our 
demanding curriculum requires us to move forward as soon 
as the school year begins again on August 28th. Your 
support of academics over the summer is very important in 
the retention of all the wonderful skills and growth your 
child has made this school year. Participating in the 
Governor’s Reading Challenge and reinforcing reading, 
writing and math in your own way, will keep your child 
actively engaged in the process of learning. 

Reading can be supported in a variety of ways. Keep plenty 
of books and magazines around your home and in your car. 
Books on tape provide a wonderful way to pass the time on 
a long drive. Our Summer Reading list will be available on 
our website and at our public library. Please help your child 
to keep track of all the books read throughout the summer. 
This list must be sent to school at the onset of the 
2017-2018 school year for the Governor’s Reading Challenge 
recognition. The staff and I are once again looking for 100% 
participation. This year’s Governor’s Reading Challenge 
theme is “Build a Better World”.

Writing is also important, so keep your child writing this 
summer. Postcards, grocery lists, diaries, vacation 
itineraries, reader response journals, letter writing to friends 
or relatives and/or a summer activity journal are all practical 
applications of written expression.

There are many ways to keep math on your child’s plate 
during the summer reprieve too. With this in mind, we will 
also be participating in the 2017 Commissioner’s Summer 
Math Challenge:  Math All Around Us. To assist students in 
retaining math learning during the summer, the Summer 
Math Challenge, sponsored by the CSDE in partnership with 
Metametrics is offering a free math skills maintenance 
program based on grade-level standards. The program is 
targeted to students who have just completed grades 1 
through 8. It is designed to help students retain math skills 
learned during the school year. Families enroll online and 
receive daily emails from June 19th through July 28th, with 
fun activities and links to educational resources. To register 
your child, please visit the State Department of Education 
Website: http://www.ct.gov/sde/summermathchallenge.To 
assure readiness for our kindergarteners, we will be 
providing parents with math activities to do during the 
summer months as they are not included in the math 

challenge. With practice, they too will be ready for the 
rigors of first grade. 

In addition to the Summer Math Challenge, keeping those 
flash cards handy and using them in the car or at home can 
be helpful too. There are many other activities that can 
keep our mathematicians sharp. Use measurement when 
building or making something new such as a garden, tree 
fort and/or adding a new deck to your home. When 
shopping, ask your child for help by asking him or her to 
total costs and then to determine the change they would 
receive back from the dollar amount given. The key is to 
create situations that show real application of the skills. 

We all use reading, writing, and math skills on a regular 
basis. When children see a real use for those skills it 
becomes important and applicable to them, thus causing 
students to retain the knowledge. 

I extend a thank you to the Booth Free School community 
for its support and guidance during the school year. It has 
been a great year, and I look forward to the 2017-2018 
school year.

I wish the students, parents/guardians, and the staff a 
wonderful and pleasurable summer. 

Sincerely, 
Cathy G. Colella 

Principal 

 
 

JUNE DATES TO REMEMBER  

6/2 Grade 4 Trip to Livingston Ripley Waterfowl Conservancy

6/2 Grade 5 Trip to New Britain Museum of American Art

6/5 Grade 3 Trip to Institute of American Indian Studies

6/7 Field Day Rain Date

6/9 Grade 2 Community Trip to Roxbury Town Hall

6/9 Grade 1 Animal Fair

6/12 Board of Education Meeting, 7:00 PM

6/14 Grade 5 ALOHA Day

6/14 Grade 2 Trip to EverWonder Children’s Museum

6/15 Grade 1 Trip to Beardsley Zoo

6/15 Grade 4 Trip to Hartford

6/15 Grade 5 Trip to Sturbridge Village

6/21 Early Dismissal Day, 12:45 Dismissal

6/22 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL! 12:45 DISMISSAL



Kindergarten: 
Saving the Sea Turtles

Each year the kindergartners rally 
around an important cause and try to 
persuade others to join us; this year was 
no different.   Did you see our display 
about saving the sea turtles at the 
Spring Concert?  Many thanks to all who 
signed our petitions and read our 
songs, s igns, and letters as 
w e t r y t o b u i l d 
a wa re n e s s about why sea 
turtles are endangered.   It’s 
clear we are convinced that humans can 
do many things to help these wonderful 
animals.  But we’re not done yet!  We 
may persuade our family and friends to 
help us support our latest goal: adopting 
a sea turtle nest!

Grade 1: 
Visiting  

Trowbridge Farm 
Students from WPS, BFS, and BS took their first 
visit to Trowbridge Farm in Bridgewater. The 
s t u d e n t s l e a r n e d t h e 
responsibilities of  how to 
c a r e f o r t h e h o r s e s 
(grooming and tack). They 
also learned that horses 
h a v e f e e l i n g s a n d 

communicate using their 
body language. The students 
w e r e a b l e t o m a k e 
connections with the horses 
at Trowbridge and to the 
horse, Little Black, in the 
book that they are reading. 
We were fortunate to see a 
colt and a filly born about 5 

weeks ago out in the paddock 
with their mothers. We will be 
returning to Trowbridge next 
week for our final visit where 
the children will have the 
opportunity to sit and read to 
several of  the horses. It was a 
wonderful experience and 
everyone is excited to return! 
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Grade 4:  
Biographies 

BFS 4th graders were excited about reading and 
learning about someone famous in history. Our 
nonfiction unit led us to research biographies of 
influential people in our world. Many of the children 
read more than one biography of someone that 
inspired them. The children 
a c t e d a s reporters and 
wrote feature articles about 
their early and a d u l t l i v e s . 
T h e y a l s o wrote about 
h o w t h a t p e r s o n 
inspired and changed the 
world in some way. We had a diverse variety of 
people to study. Some students chose to learn more 
about scientists, others American presidents, while 
others chose entertainers or athletes. We even had 
Queen Elizabeth and William Shakespeare included in 
our pool of biographies.

The children had the opportunity to share their 
articles with their classmates and answer questions 
about their person's life.

Grade 3: 

Perseverance and Endurance


We have reached the end 
of a very productive and 
successful year. These third 
g ra d e r s 
a r e a l l 

ready to tackle fourth 
grade! Perseverance and 
endurance have been 
practiced throughout the 

last nine months and are 
quite evident in our Book 
Clubs, Math Forums, and 
Persuasive writings. May you 
all have a well-deserved 

and enjoyable summer break.

Grade 2: 
Creating Learning Games

To “celebrate” the end of the book series that 
second graders have been reading, students made a 
game board to represent their favorite book. 
Students had to create 12 questions, with answers, 
about their book. These questions had to include 
characters, setting, theme, and author’s craft. They 
then were able to create their own game board 
including directions, and game pieces. Some 
students based their game board off “Chutes and 
Ladders” while other students created a brand 
new game. Students were highly engaged, creative, 
and thoroughly enjoyed playing each other’s 
games. 

Grade 5: 
Famous Inventors

In collaboration with their Invention Convention 
projects, 5th graders each researched a famous 
inventor. Using text resources, students 

d i s c o v e r e d 
i m p o r t a n t 
things about 
each inventor 
to use in their 
self-published 

biographies. Their childhood, important inventions, 
and failures were all content used to create their 
inventor’s biography. In addition to supporting their 
invention convention projects, this assignment 
supported our focus on growth mindset this year. 
Not everyone is successful the first time they 
attempt a task. Could you imagine if Thomas 

Edison gave up the 
first time he created 
a n i n e f f e c t i v e 
l i g h t b u l b ? 
Perseverance and 
learning from your 

mistakes is the key to success! 



Notes and News from the Nurse...
What’s Bugging You?

A friendly reminder to our families that ticks are out and about and vigilance is important.

TICKS – We need to BLAST tickborne disease out of our lives. The BLAST message stands for the simple 
things we can do to prevent tick bites and tickborne disease.

• B stands for Be Aware of your risk and Bath each evening if you’ve been outdoors.
• L stands for Look for ticks and the rash every day.
• A stands for Avoid tick infested areas when possible & Apply repellant whenever spending time in areas 

where ticks may be. Tuck pants into socks when possible and wear light colors.
• S stands for Safeguard your yard and consider spraying your yards for ticks. There are many simple 

landscaping techniques that can be used to safeguard your yard and make it less tick friendly.
• T stands for Treatment. Treat your pets with a veterinarian recommended treatment to keep 

ticks off your pets. Also, seek early Treatment if you or a loved one are bitten by a tick. Early 
detection and treatment can save families from a great deal of suffering.

• For more information on BLAST go to Newtown Health District website http://www.newtown-ct.gov/
health-district/pages/tick-information-test-results for the Tick Info & Test Results webpage. For more info 
on ticks, www.cdc.gov/ticks

• A Slick Trick for Ticks- when you remove a tick with tweezers, sometimes the head breaks off and remains 
embedded in the skin. Here is a simple, painless method for removing ticks without leaving any parts 
behind: Moisten a cotton ball with a little water and rub it on a bar of soap. Cover the tick with the soapy 
cotton ball and rub gently counterclockwise. After one or two circles, sometimes more, you will find the tick 
intact on the cotton ball. Finish by washing the bite site with more soap and water and apply antiseptic.

Visit Our Website! 
 
Our web address is www.region-12.org. 
Once you are at the district’s home 
page you can visit Booth Free School’s 
website. The staff will be adding information regularly. 
Please use it as an additional resource for 
information gathering. 

New Staff at Booth Free School! 
Please join me in welcoming Mary-Anne Russelll and Janet Wong to Booth Free School! 
Mrs. Russell has been assigned to teach grade 4 and Mrs. Wong has been assigned to 
support the classrooms. They are both wonderful additions to the school community.

http://www.region-12.org
http://www.newtown-ct.gov/health-district/pages/tick-information-test-results
http://www.newtown-ct.gov/health-district/pages/tick-information-test-results
http://www.cdc.gov/ticks
http://www.newtown-ct.gov/health-district/pages/tick-information-test-results
http://www.newtown-ct.gov/health-district/pages/tick-information-test-results
http://www.cdc.gov/ticks
http://www.region-12.org


The Booth Free School Faculty and Administration wish to recognize all of our 
paraprofessionals for their hard work and dedication to the Booth 
Free School staff and students. They reflect a caring tone, exhibit a 
guiding manner and perform assigned duties responsibly and 
skillfully to support growth and development within our students 
and our school. They provide an incredible service and support 

m e c h a n i s m i n the daily lives of our students.

Recognizing Our Amazing Paraprofessionals!!

Field Day 
2017
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News

“Color Our World” 
Booth Free School’s Spring  

Art and Music Show 

Our Band, Chorus and All-School Concert 
Our “Color Our World” concert was held at Burnham School on 
Thursday, May 19th. This concert featured music with a different color 
in each song. The show began with the 4th and 5th grade band 
performing under the direction of Mr. Adam Nanavaty.   Miss Kirk 
then led the chorus in singing three lovely songs-Two Jazz favorites, 
"Blue Skies" and "Pink Panther" and a beautiful song from "Finian's 

Ranbow" called "Look To The Rainbow." Kindergarten and 1st grade 
sang "The Muppet Movie" classic, "The Rainbow Connection." 2nd and 3rd grade sang a Robert Louis Stevenson 
based song called "Dark Brown Is The River." 4th and 5th grade sang a Johnny Cash favorite called "Orange 

Blossom Special" where we featured some of our talented 5th grade Ukulele players. 
We ended the the concert with "Over The Rainbow" where we 
featured our ukulele players and two soloists. Because it was a 
night celebrating the arts, we also included some poetry read 
by our students. Everyone did a spectacular job. It was truly a 
night to remember! 

Magnificent Works of Art On Display 
It's always exciting to share the K-5 students’ artwork and to finally show off the collective creativeness and skill 

demonstrated in elementary art! Mrs. 
Manley featured the students’ artwork - 
from 2-D work to s c u l p t u r e a n d 
c e r a m i c s - t h r o u g h o u t o u r 
school during the Spring Art and Music Show. 

Technology Projects Presented 
At the Spring Art and Music Show, technology projects the students have been working on in conjunction with 
their classroom work were showcased. With the assistance of Mrs. Rourke, each grade chose a project that they 
have been working on, enhanced it, and presented in a format that the parents were able to watch. The 
Kindergarten class wrote “How To” books in KidPix, and with Mrs. Rourke’s help, they used PhotoBooth to 
videotape themselves introducing their books and then used QuickTime to record their voices for the rest of the 
pages. Grade 1 did ChatterPix videos, pictures they drew of their animal were 
animated with this program, and their voices were added reading facts about their 
animals. Grade 2 created “Guess Who’s” , reading their Guess Who reports done in Google 
Docs and adding a video revealing who they are! Grades 3 and 4 did reports in Google 
Docs, videotaped an introduction and a conclusion using PhotoBooth and then audio 
taped the rest of their reports using QuickTime. A presentation was displayed with 
their recorded voices, their typed essays, and videos. Grade 5 presented their Invention 
Convention reports and were videotaped presenting them.  The students thoroughly enjoyed enhancing their 
work and presenting it to their parents. 



Words from the Library  
from Mrs. Sass 

With summer vacation just around the corner, there is one activity that can also help your child maintain 
important skills acquired during the school year: reading.  Many studies have shown the importance of reading 
during the summer to avoid achievement loss in the fall.  There are many, truly fun summer 

programs at our local libraries (including here in our town) that 
will help with this, so be sure to take advantage of them. 

Every year, the state of Connecticut sponsors The Governor’s 
Summer Reading Challenge to stress the importance of reading 
during the summer.  This year’s theme is Build a Better World. 

Schools across the state compete to see who reads the most during the summer.  Every child is given a journal to 
list what is read during vacation, and which should be turned into their teacher when we return to school in August. 
The schools with the highest participation and  the greatest number of books read per student receives 
recognition from Governor Malloy at a special ceremony in Hartford at the 
Connecticut State Library. Our school was recognized for the fifth year in a row on 
May 19, 2017. Way to go Booth Free School!  For more information about this 
program, to print out a journal, and to find links for recommended reading lists for all 
grade levels, please go to: http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?
a=2683&q=320322 

Links to the Governor’s recommended reading lists, along with printable reading 
journals, will also be posted on the School Library page of our Booth Free School homepage.   

Congratulations also go to the winners of the reading raffles “Take a Chance and Read!” 
and “I Got Caught Reading at School!” for Children’s Book Week, May 1-7, 2017.  Prizes 
were gift certificates for the school store, and new books.  Great job reading BFS! 

It is also that time of year when all books and DVDs need to be returned to the library, 
and lost or damaged items must be paid for in order to replace them.  All items must be 
returned by Friday, June 9, 2017.  The first two classes that have returned everything 

by then (including paying for lost or damaged materials), will win a special surprise!  

Happy summer, happy reading! 

Mrs. Sass 

"Children are made readers on the laps of their parents." 

                                                                — Emilie Buchwald 

 

 

Step-by-Step Instructions 

BUILD A BETTER WORLD  
FOLIAGE 

SIGN LIBRARY  

WINDOW 

ROPE 

STEPS 

TREE TRUNK 

TIRE SWING 

CONNECTICUT READS 2017 
The Governor’s Summer Reading Challenge 

2017 

Visit Your  
Local Library!  

The Governor's 

Summer Reading 

Challenge is a 

statewide program 

coordinated by the 

Connecticut State 

Department of 

Education in 

conjunction with the 

Connecticut State 

Library. 

Governor 
Dannel P. Malloy 

The State of Connecticut 
Department of Education 
is an affirmative action/equal 
opportunity employer. 

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2683&q=320322
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2683&q=320322
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2683&q=320322
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2683&q=320322


B o o t h Free School students participated in National Screen-Free Week the first week of May. 
During Screen-Free week, millions of children and adults pledged to spend the week doing 

alternative activities rather than be on their screens. 
Instead of watching TV or playing video games, they tended 
to read, play, think, create, and get physically active. We had 
a wonderful week promoting this along with our Annual 
Spirit Week w i t h i n o u r 
s c h o o l community. The 
children had events such as 

crazy hair day, wear your PJ's 
t o s c h o o l , miss-match day, 
and formal day, w h e r e k i d s 
d r e s s e d i n their best and 
fanciest clothes. It was a fun week for all that joined in.

The BFS Student Council wishes all families a much deserved 
summer break. See you next year.

Student 

Council

PE With Mr. Morgan 
Students in grades 4 and 5 just finished taking part in our weekly morning fitness class 
(also known as intramurals). Every Wednesday morning at Booth, students would arrive 
to school just after 8:00 a.m. We would head down to the gym and take part in a bonus 
class that incorporated movement, sport skills, cooperative games, and 
fitness challenges. This was the perfect way for students to start 
their day. When students focus on c o n t i n u a l l y 

improving their fitness level, a 
positive lifelong impact can be 
a c h i e v e d . A healthy student is 
better prepared to learn and perform in all aspects of 
school. Our current third graders will have the 
opportunity to take part in this program next year. 



Honoring our 
Volunteers! 

 

A big thank you to all our volunteers! 

Dedicated hearts like yours
Are not so easy to find.

It takes a special person to be
So generous and kind.

To care so much for all of us
Is a quality all too rare.

Yet you give your time and talents, 
For Booth Free School to share.

So THANK YOU for being a volunteer, 
We’re grateful for all you do.

We hope you know how appreciated you are,
Not just today, but the whole year through. 

Poem written by Kelly Roper,  modified for our Booth Free School volunteers.

A PTO Thanks! 
Thank you PTO for the wonderful staff luncheon 
held on May 25th. It was a super event and enjoyed 
by the entire staff.  The staff and I wish to also 
extend special thanks to the PTO Chair, Brenda 
McGuire, and to all of the volunteers for 
p r o v i d i n g a n e l e g a n t 
occasion and for provid ing the 
c o v e r a g e n e c e s s a r y i n 
order for the entire staff to 
a t t e n d t h i s luncheon. We are 
certainly lucky to h a v e s u c h a 
supportive PTO. Your constant generosity and 
volunteerism is always appreciated. 

Good Character Traits:  
(Referenced in Board of Education Policy #0210.3)

Region 12 is dedicated to strengthening the 
character of our students by encouraging a 
consistent set of ethical values that direct and 
guide behavioral choices. These universal values, 
which transcend political, religious, cultural, and 
the Golden Rule encompasses economic 
differences,  “Do unto others as you would have 
them do unto you.” Therefore, good Character 
Traits are essential to the learning process.  We 
work throughout the year in developing the 
following:

1. Trustworthiness

2. Respect

3. Responsibility

4. Fairness

5. Caring

6. Citizenship

Good conduct is synonymous with good 
citizenship. Students are expected to exercise 
good citizenship at all times while in school, 
attending school-related activities and after school 
activities conducted at the school. This includes 
showing respect for the rights of others and regard 
for personal and school property.  Students should 
strive to contribute to the climate of the school by 
being courteous and well mannered.  

Booth Free School also utilizes The Second Step 
Program to promote social skills necessary to be a 
caring community. Additionally, grades three 
through five have access to a second program, 
Steps to Respect when needed.

It is our hope that the power and influence of the 
school-family partnership will provide consistent 
messages to our students regarding the 
development of positive student behaviors and 
thus, improve student learning.

Thank you PTO for 
your support 

during the 
2016-2017 

school year!

PTO



Free Summer Meals Button
To locate a Connecticut Free Summer Meals programs, available for 
children 18 years old and younger click on the Summer Meals Location 
Finder Button or go to www.CTSummerMeals.org. The Location Finder is 
a searching tool that uses an address, town, or zip code to locate Summer 
Meals locations and displays the results in both a Google Map and as a 
list with all of the pertinent information (location, hours, meals served, etc.) 
included.  

http://www.CTSummerMeals.org/location-finder
http://www.CTSummerMeals.org/location-finder


Devise a plan. Tell your child that reading and learning 
activities will be an important part of their summer. 
Assure them that they’ll still have lots of time for play.

Teach mini-lessons. Transform 
everyday activities into learning 
opportunities. Children can count 
change, read directions for a trip, write 
a shopping list, or calculate a recipe’s 
measurements.

Gather activity books. Give children 
their own activity book with crossword 
puzzles or number games customized 
for their specifi c age group. Set a “due 
date” to keep them on track, but let 
them work at their own pace.

Initiate a writing project. Have your 
child keep a summer journal, write 
letters to family members or friends, or 
craft a play to perform with siblings or 
neighbors. Or, start a family cookbook 
with your favorite recipes, instructions, and shopping lists.

Strategize screen time. Educational computer games or 
apps can engage students’ minds, but make sure your 
child is spending enough time away from the screen. 
Assign a daily block of time for family members to turn 
off  phones, computers, and the TV, and instead play a 
board game or read together.

Designate daily reading blocks. Set aside at least 15 
minutes a day for your entire family to read. (That means 
parents, too!) Find reading recommendations by grade 
level on the American Library Association’s book lists (see 
Web Resources). Organize a summer read-a-thon with 
goals for each family member, or sign your child up for 
your library’s summer book club.

Go global. Set aside several nights during the summer to 
have an international evening. Together, cook a meal with 
recipes from a diff erent nation. Learn basic words in that 

country’s language. Find the country on 
a map, and together examine a book 
or article with information on what life 
is like there.

Sneak learning into family trips. If 
your family is able to take a vacation 
during the summer, include stops at 
zoos, children’s museums, or historic 
sites. Have your child help you plot out 
the journey using maps and keep a 
journal along the way. Older children 
can tally up miles, keep track of 
expenses, or compute gas mileage. 

Get moving. Build physical activity into 
your child’s summer days. Even if he or 
she can’t participate in a local sports 
league or community-based team, 

encourage activities such as jumping rope, playing catch, 
and taking family walks.

For more resources, look to your child’s school and your 
local library or community center for ideas to keep kids’ 
brains buzzing during the dog days of summer.

 

If students laze away the days of summer without using their minds, they can lose up to a month of 
learning—especially in reading and math. Stem the summer slide and keep your child engaged with these 

fun, brain-friendly activities.

RP 29:9

Exercise Kids’ Minds 
During the Summer

If students laze away the days of summer without using their minds, they can lose up to a month of 

Report
toPARENTS

Report to Parents, written to serve elementary and middle-level principals, may be 
reproduced by National Association of Elementary School Principals members without 
permission. It can be posted to school websites, blogs, or sent via email. Back issues are 
available to members at naesp.org.

Web Resources
The American Library Association compiles grade-level 
book lists.
www.ala.org/alsc/compubs/booklists/summerreadinglist

The National Summer Learning Association off ers 
activities, tools, and links.
www.summerlearning.org/?page=activity_resource


